June 8, 2005

Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee Members

United States Senate and House of Representatives

Washington, D.C.

Dear …

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coalition (CDC Coalition) and the Friends of the Health Resources and Services Administration (Friends of HRSA) urge you to give top priority to the nation’s health as you consider appropriations for fiscal year 2006.  We are alarmed at the proposed budget cuts in the President’s budget and the impact they will have on the lives of average Americans who depend on programs funded by CDC and HRSA.  We ask you to reject the cuts to CDC and HRSA and instead appropriate $8.65 billion for the CDC and $7.5 billion for HRSA for fiscal year 2006.  

The CDC Coalition is a nonpartisan association of more than 100 groups committed to strengthening our nation’s CDC prevention programs.  The Friends of HRSA is a coalition of more than 100 national organizations dedicated to supporting HRSA’s public health and health care programs.  Together, we represent millions of public health workers, researchers, educators, health care professionals, academicians, consumers, patients, and citizens served by CDC and HRSA programs. 

Both CDC and HRSA need sufficient resources if they are to remain on the front lines of public health.  Otherwise, we risk being overcome by the modern challenges posed by chronic diseases, terrorism, emerging infectious diseases, lack of health insurance, difficulty accessing health care, and other unmet public health needs.  Together, CDC and HRSA form a veritable defense system to protect the public health and provide needed health care to the most vulnerable among us.

Each program funded and administered by the CDC and HRSA has a deep and lasting impact on the people it serves.  In most cases, the CDC and HRSA fund programs that are designed to save lives, increase lifespan, and improve the quality of life.  Furthermore, the vast majority of funds appropriated to the CDC and HRSA are used to fund state and local programs intended to empower Americans and to meet their needs at the level where they live.  Childhood vaccinations, primary care services, disease screening programs, public health professional training, disease prevention, and education programs, and other population-based health promotion programs have dramatically improved the way we live.  And the recent successful effort to double research funding at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) has only helped to underscore the need for CDC and HRSA programs that translate science into practical community-based programs.  What a waste of taxpayer dollars it would be if groundbreaking NIH science were to end up unused on a library shelf, instead of being translated and implemented to benefit the entire population.

Every program at the CDC and HRSA contributes to the mission and goal of preserving life, preventing disease, and promoting health.  And since the threats to our health are wide and diverse, so must the CDC and HRSA programs adapt to meet today’s challenges.  That is why we believe proposed funding cuts to some of the CDC and HRSA programs are unwise and shortsighted.  For instance:

· States have often prevented unforeseen threats to health—such as infectious disease outbreaks—with funding from the CDC Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant, which is the only source of flexible dollars for states and localities to address their unique public health needs.  Nevertheless, the President’s budget proposes eliminating the Prevention Block Grant.

· Although the President's budget includes a significant 17.5 percent increase for Community Health Centers at HRSA, it eliminates most of the Title VII health professions programs and provides no increase to the Title VIII nursing programs that train providers to work in underserved areas and staff Community Health Centers.  Furthermore the elimination of the Healthy Community Access Program, universal newborn hearing screening programs, and the Emergency Medical Services for Children program—especially when coupled with the flat-funding of the Maternal and Child Health Block Grant—will further undermine the availability of health services for some that are most in need, especially children.

· Although terrorism—and particularly bioterrorism—is a clear threat that we ought to prepare for, the President’s budget proposes cutting the CDC state and local capacity grants for terrorism by almost $130 million, and eliminating the anthrax preparedness program.  Public health laboratories also need added resources to ensure our preparedness.

· Considering the 45 million uninsured Americans, with many individuals simultaneously being dropped from Medicaid and SCHIP roles, there is a real need for states to explore alternative approaches that provide health care coverage.  In spite of this, the President has proposed eliminating HRSA’s State Planning Grants Program, which helps states develop plans to provide health care access to everyone.

· Over the last 25 years, obesity rates have doubled among U.S. adults and children, and tripled in teens, but the President’s budget proposes eliminating the Childhood Obesity Prevention Program (COPP)—also referred to as VERB or CDC Youth Media Campaign—which has already shown some success at increasing physical activity among pre-teens.

· Chronic diseases such as heart disease, cancer, stroke and diabetes remain the leading causes of death, with 75% of deaths caused by these and other chronic diseases.  Yet only 11% of CDC’s FY 2005 spending was for chronic disease prevention and health promotion.  Basic implementation programs for most chronic diseases still cover very few states.

· The control of emerging and current infectious disease outbreaks is a constant effort of the CDC.  Population-based approaches to control tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases, West Nile, SARS, and most recently, the avian flu, have saved lives.  With increased resources, the elimination of many infectious diseases is within our grasp.  

· HIV/AIDS is the one of the leading causes of death for people who are 25 to 44 years old in the United States, and the number of new domestic HIV/AIDS cases is increasing.  Yet the President has proposed flat funding critical Ryan White CARE Act programs administered by HRSA.

· Title X of the Public Health Service Act provides contraceptive care to those who need but cannot afford such services.  The President has proposed level funding for Title X, which we fear will result in less access to contraceptive care, more unintended pregnancies and higher rates of infant mortality and morbidity.  Level funding will also reduce access to the broad package of other preventive health services, including breast and cervical cancer screening, blood pressure checks, anemia testing and STD/HIV screening that are currently provided at Title X-funded clinics.
These are just a sample of the many programs that CDC and HRSA fund and administer.  The CDC and HRSA also fund many other programs that prevent tobacco use, support the environmental public health workforce, control arthritis, reduce workplace injury, eliminate racial and ethnic disparities, increase access to health care, collect health data, immunize children and adults, and prevent birth defects.  The CDC and HRSA—as public health agencies—do their work through these valuable programs.  If  the programs are cut or eliminated, our nation’s health will certainly suffer.  We encourage you to prevent injury and disease and promote good health by appropriating sufficient resources to the programs that make up CDC and HRSA.

Sincerely yours,

The CDC Coalition and the Friends of HRSA.

Signatories:

Ambulatory Pediatric Association

American Academy of Emergency Medicine

American Academy of Pediatrics

American Academy of Physician Assistants

American Association of Colleges of Nursing

American College of Preventive Medicine
American Dental Hygienists' Association

American Dietetic Association

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees

American Heart Association

American Occupational Therapy Association

American Pediatric Society

American Public Health Association

American School Health Association

American Society for Microbiology
American Thoracic Society

Association of Academic Health Centers

Association of American Medical Colleges

Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges

Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs

Association of Medical School Pediatric Department Chairs

Association of Organ Procurement Organizations

Association of Public Health Laboratories

Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine

Center for Science in the Public Interest

Child Neurology Society

Coalition for American Trauma Care

Coalition for Health Funding 

Emergency Nurses Association
Infectious Diseases Society of America

International Hearing Society

March of Dimes

NAADAC - The Association for Addiction Professionals

National Association of County and City Health Officials

National Association of Public Hospitals and Health Systems
National League for Nursing

North American Society for Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition

Oncology Nursing Society

Partnership for Prevention

Planned Parenthood Federation of America

Society for Pediatric Research
Spina Bifida Association of America

