Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Coalition

c/o American Public Health Association   (    800 I Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20001

July 7, 2004

Dear Appropriations Committee Member:

The undersigned members of the CDC Coalition urge you to provide a significant increase in funding for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) over last year’s level.  We sincerely appreciate the great difficulty facing you in determining the appropriate level of resources for a range of pressing national needs. We also strongly believe that the activities and programs supported by CDC are essential to protect the health of the American people, and that CDC’s new responsibilities and challenges require an increased financial commitment.

The CDC Coalition is an advocacy group of more than 100 organizations, collectively representing millions of public health and health care professionals, academicians, and consumers. The CDC Coalition supports a funding level for CDC that enables it to support effective state, local and community programs that protect health and safety of Americans.  The CDC Coalition estimates that a minimum of $9.5 billion is needed in FY 2005, $15 billion by FY 2008, to adequately fund the CDC.  

CDC is faced with unprecedented challenges and responsibilities, ranging from bioterrorism preparedness to eliminating health disparities to combating the obesity epidemic.  In addition, it is CDC that funds community programs in injury control; health promotion efforts in schools and workplaces; initiatives to prevent heart disease, cancer, stroke, and other chronic diseases; improvements in nutrition and immunization; programs to monitor and combat environmental effects on health; interventions to improve oral health; prevention of birth defects; public health research; strategies to prevent antimicrobial resistance and infectious diseases; and data collection and analysis on a host of vital statistics and other health indicators.  It is notable that more than 70 percent of CDC’s budget supports state and local health organizations and academic institutions.

Funding for CDC has not kept pace with new threats to health and safety and tremendous opportunities to improve health and reduce health care costs have gone unaddressed.  If CDC programs were adequately funded, a significant amount of the health care costs attributable to diseases that are preventable, including those chronic diseases that make up more than 75 percent of annual health care costs, would be saved. 

The CDC Coalition believes that CDC programs are crucial to the health of millions of Americans, key to maintaining a strong public health infrastructure, and essential in protecting us from threats to our health. We are grateful for your support in the past and urge you to support a significant funding increase for critical programs at CDC in FY 2005. 

Sincerely,

Advocates for Youth 
AIDS Action 
AIDS Alliance for Children, Youth and Families 
AIDS Foundation Chicago 
Alliance for Healthy Homes
Ambulatory Pediatric Association
American Academy of Ophthalmology 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
American Association for Health Education 
American Association of Orthopaedic Surgeons 
American Cancer Society 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
American College of Preventive Medicine 
American College of Rheumatology

American Dietetic Association 
American Foundation for AIDS Research 
American Heart Association 
American Indian Higher Education Consortium 
American Lung Association 
American Medical Women's Association 
American Optometric Association 

American Pediatric Society
American Podiatric Medical Association 
American Psychological Association 
American Psychological Society 
American Public Health Association
American Red Cross 
American School Health Association 
American Social Health Association 
American Society for Clinical Pathology 
American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 
American Society for Microbiology 
American Society for Reproductive Health 
American Thoracic Society 
American Urological Association 
Arthritis Foundation 
Association for Professionals in Infection Control & Epidemiology 
Association of American Medical Colleges 
Association of Maternal & Child Health Programs 

Association of Medical School Pediatric Department Chairs
Association of Minority Health Professions Schools

Association of Public Health Laboratories 
Association of Reproductive Health Professionals 
Association of Schools of Public Health 
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 
Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine  
Brain Injury Association  
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids  
Center for Science in the Public Interest 
Coalition for Health Funding 
Coalition for Health Services Research 
Commissioned Officers Association of the U.S. Public Health Service

Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities 
Consortium of Social Science Associations 
Council of Professional Associations on Federal Statistics 
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists 
Crohn's and Colitis Foundation of America 
Environmental Defense 
ESA, Inc. 
Every Child By Two 
Gay and Lesbian Medical Association 
Health and Medicine Counsel of Washington 
Hepatitis Foundation International 

HIV Medicine Association
Immune Deficiency Foundation 
Infectious Diseases Society of America 
Latino Council on Alcohol & Tobacco Prevention 
Legal Action Center 
March of Dimes 
National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors 
National Association of Children's Hospitals

National Association of County and City Health Officials 
National Association of Developmental Disability Councils 
National Association of Local Boards of Health 
National Association of School Nurses 
National Association of State EMS Directors 
National Black Nurses Association 
National Coalition for the Homeless 
National Coalition of STD Directors 
National Council of La Raza 
National Episcopal AIDS Coalition 
National Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association 
National Health Care for the Homeless Council 
National Hemophilia Foundation 
National Medical Association 
National Osteoporosis Foundation 
National Partnership for Immunization

National Rural Health Association 
National Safe Kids Campaign 
National Association for Public Health Statistics & Information Systems 
Partnership for Prevention 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America 
Research!America 

Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States
Society for Adolescent Medicine
Society for Maternal Fetal-Medicine 

Society for Pediatric Research
Society for Public Health Education 
Society of General Internal Medicine 
Spina Bifida Association of America 
Trust for America's Health 
U.S. Conference of Mayors 
United Cerebral Palsy 
YMCA of the USA
YWCA of the USA/Office of Women's Health Initiative

